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Regardless, he found his time at UNC to 
be a great experience.

“Coming from New Jersey to North 
Carolina, that was a big change with the 
way people do things and so forth,” he said. 
“But I was pleased to get that opportunity.”

It opened the door in more ways than one. 
Most important, he met his wife, Mack, a 
Greenville native, while at the university.

Joe was in ROTC at the school, and upon 
graduation, he spent the next few years in 
the Air Force and covered new ground.

“From Trenton, New Jersey, to Chapel 
Hill, then to Biloxi, Mississippi, then to 
Anchorage, Alaska, and then to Greenville, 

South Carolina, and here I am,” he said. 
“That started it all, and here I sit with five 
kids.”

Having attended a public high school, Joe 
thought it would be nice for his children 
to have the option of going to a Catholic 
school. His support for a Catholic high 
school predated St. Joe’s.

“St. Joe’s was actually the fourth attempt to 
get a Catholic high school in the Upstate, 
and Joe was really the leader of the third 
attempt in the ‘80s,” Mr. Kiser said.

That didn’t work out, but when St. Joe’s 
came along, Joe and Mack were instant 
supporters.

Mack joined the board. The Pazdans 
supplied the funds to renovate the school’s 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel. Mack, who 
passed away in 2014, started the St. Anne’s 
Society, which is the grandparents society, 
and its primary mission was to buy books 
for the library.

“Whenever we’ve needed anything over 
the years, we’d call on the Pazdans,” Mr. 
Kiser said.

They support capital campaigns, and Joe 
Jr., Managing Principal at the McMillan-
Pazdan-Smith architecture firm, has been 
involved with all of the school’s building 
projects.

“I would consider them pillars of this 
community and a family that we’ve always 
felt we could rely on to support whatever 
was needed for St. Joe’s, in particular, and 
Catholic education in general,” Mr. Kiser 
said.

Both of which are so close to the heart for 
Joe Sr.

And even though it took a little longer than 
he had hoped for the school to become a 
reality, Joe Sr. said he’s been thrilled with 
the end result, and the baseball game was 
a reminder of both his and the school’s 
impact.

“The enthusiasm and the size of the crowd 
out there, it was just great,” he said. “I felt 
it would have been nice if that would have 
started years ago, before I got here. But St. 
Joe’s has been great -- a great contribution 
to the area.”

BASEBALL, 
FAITH REMAIN 
PASSIONS
FOR JOE PAZDAN 
SR.

Joe Pazdan Sr., escorted on the back 
of a golf cart before a late April game, 
waved in response to the applause 

from all those in attendance at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic School’s baseball field.

“It was nice to be out there,” he said. “The 
school’s done a good job with the field. It 
looked just like a pro field. It was in great 
shape. It was nice to be a part of it.”

Joe Pazdan Sr. has played a big part in 
the growth of St. Joe’s over the years. That 
night, in particular, he was being honored 
for the baseball training facility -- the Hit 
House and bullpen area -- that bears his 
name.

Through the combined gifts of Joe Sr. and 
sons Joe Jr. and John, the family made 
a substantial donation to the school, 
enabling the facility to be named in honor 
of Joe Sr.

It’s more than appropriate because the 
facility reflects his devotion to his Catholic 
faith and his passion for baseball.

“I was very happy that we could name a 
facility after something that Joe loved, 
baseball, and that he attributed to bringing 
him to the Upstate, bringing him south 
so that he could meet his wife,” said SJCS 
Headmaster Keith Kiser, “and this whole 
family developed out of the fact that he 
was a right-handed pitcher, and he was 
able to go to North Carolina.”

Indeed, baseball opened the door for Joe 
Pazdan Sr., who grew up as a Boston Red 
Sox fan in Trenton, N.J.

“Everybody was pretty much Yankee fans. 
Anybody that was Italian was a Yankee 
fan – they had (Joe) DiMaggio, (Frankie) 
Crosetti,” recalled Joe Sr., who is of Polish 
descent. “And the rest of us, we all were 
Red Sox fans.”

He said he had no real attachment to the 
Red Sox, except for the fact that a neighbor 
of his was part owner of the Boston farm 
team in Trenton.

Joe attended Trenton Central High School 
because it was “a little more convenient 
to get to” than Trenton Catholic. Then he 
went to prep school for a year at nearby 
Bordentown Military Institute to fulfill his 
academic requirements.

“Being at a military school didn’t go over 
too well with me,” Joe said. “The one thing 
I found out after a year of military prep 
school was I’m not going to a military 
college, by any means.”

Instead, his neighbor had a brother who 
was captain of the University of North 
Carolina baseball team as a senior. That, 
along with his pitching prowess, took Joe 
to Chapel Hill, where he lettered for the 
Tar Heels from 1951 through 1953. 

“At least I used to say I was a pitcher,” he 
said jokingly. “Some guys I played with 
used to say that at best I was a thrower. 
Like anybody else, I won a few and I lost 
a few.”
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